
 

 

 

 

 

                                                          
 

 

     February 2022 Issue 84 

   Dates for your diary: 
 21st February - New half term begins 

 1st March Pancake day! 
 Thursday 3rd March - World book day - Bring in your favourite story book for 

us to share. 
 14th March - Easter Event Tickets on Sale /cooking week 

 Friday 1st April - End of Term  
 Tuesday 19th April - Summer Term begins 

 Sunday  24th April - Family Easter Event 2-4pm 

 Monday 2nd May - May Day - PG Closed 

 16th-20th May Annual Sponsored Trike Ride Week ! 

  Welcome, Welcome, Welcome! 
The New year is well under way and it’s been a busy start for us all at  
Playgroup, We are almost at the end of February already, time is flying by! So A BIG welcome 
to all our new children and families, most of whom should now have started and are beginning 
to settle into the routines.  

We also wanted to officially introduce our new Staff whom joined us in Jan-
uary - Lauren who has taken over from Georgia who went on Maternity 
leave at Christmas, and to our new cover staff Sarah and Nadja - all whom 
are settling in really well, we are very lucky to have successfully recruited 
all three as  recruitment in early years has been a nationwide struggle for 
some time.  For those who don’t already know them / met them yet  hope-
fully you will soon.   

  Welcoming Parents back into Playgroup  
We have made the decision that we will gradually welcome parents back into playgroup.  
If you would like a chat with your child’s key person or just like to come 
in and see what your child gets up to - because despite them saying 
‘nothing’ when asked you can see for yourself. Please let us know [via 
email] when you would like to come in and we can book you in. We aim 
to limit it to one visitor per session and ask that you ensure you are 
covid free.  
We have missed having parents in setting and sometimes it is interest-
ing for you to see what your child is like in playgroup, who their friends are etc. But also to see 
how our day runs. Unless you experience a day in preschool it is hard to imagine - there is a 
lot that happens behind the scenes and to see what ‘play’ really involves for the children and 
staff. 
Children enjoy having their Parents visit Playgroup and we welcome Parents/Carers/ Grand-
parents 

For either a whole morning/afternoon or just an hour to help or play! The ‘jobs’ aren’t hard - 
wiping aprons, prepping craft, mending books, etc but they need doing and they all take time. 



  
Fundraising! 
As a registered charity Playgroup needs to fundraise to replace certain equipment/toys etc. 
The main fundraisers that we do are our Family Easter Event [After the easter Holidays] and 
our Children’s Sponsored Trike Ride - more details of both below.  
Luckily during covid we did manage to complete the trike ride and Parents & families sup-
ported this really well - with monies raised replacing broken toys, pur-
chasing new ones and some going toward the construction area 
[currently underway very soon].  So a huge thanks.  
This was also the case of the Christmas raffle [BIG  thanks to   Miriam 
for organising this and wrapping them so beautifully, along with the 
amazing donations that we were given to make up the hampers] This 
raised an amazing £134. 
Over the past few years our fundraising has been low key, however as 
our building and equipment gets older [we own our building] it starts to 
need repairs or replacing. As is the case with our much loved/well used 
Trim Trail, it is nearing it’s end and needs replacing soon. So this is our 
focus for fundraising this year. We are currently obtaining quotes so 
hope to have a target figure soon. 
Please do come along/support our fundraising in whatever way you 
can. Everything we do benefits your children in Playgroup. Thankyou. 

  

Easter Family Fun Day - Sunday 24th April 2-4pm 

IT’S BACK!!!!! We are so happy to be able to run our popular Easter Event at Playgroup this 
year. We have missed being able to invite parents and children in together for this social/
fundraising event.  
Children’s tickets are £6 for children aged 2-8.[children who wish to participate MUST pur-
chase a ticket-this helps us cater for the activities] 
Ticket price includes 6 activities, one of which is a drink + cake, along with the Easter Hunt, 
craft activity, hunt the chick, hand/arm tattoos and hook a duck.   
Adults - entry is free though there will also be refreshments for you to purchase! - so do bring 
your purse/wallet! Along with Guess the name of the Bunny and thanks to The Wisson Family 
we will have a small animal petting area-tbc. 
This is a ticket only event so please buy your tickets in advance!   
We rely on Parents/Carers to help on the day — with the activities, to bake a cake, setting up 
or packing away etc. so please do put your name down for half an hour oth-
erwise the event will not be able to run, there will be a rota outside nearer 
the time for  volunteers. 
Thank you. 



Annual Trike Ride week: 16th-20th May 

This is our other main annual Fundraising event at Playgroup.  
For this with we ask the children to take part by pedaling, scooting, being pulled in a trolley or 
walk around the track on the playground. Whilst our Parents, Carer’s gather sponsors from ex-
tended family, friends, work colleagues, neighbours - we don’t mind who you ask! Either per lap 

or as a set amount. Most children manage around 10 laps.  
Once they have taken part we issue them with a certificate stating how many 
laps they completed ready for you to collect the sponsor money. 
Sponsor forms will be sent home a week or two before.  
As a registered charity we are also able to claim Gift Aid if you are a UK tax-
payer and sign the forms [as they say in a popular supermarket every little 
helps] 

Hats and mittens!  

The weather has been very cold and wet of late so just a reminder to make 
sure the children have NAMED warm coats, hats and MITTENS [gloves only 
if they can put on themselves] Layers of clothing are better as we can re-
move them when inside if we get too hot, but put them on to go out. We will 
go outside in ALL WEATHERS so please dress appropriately. Footwear 
should be warm and waterproof if it is wet or snowy. Wellington boots can be 
left at playgroup. Waterproof coats are better especially on rainy days.   
Remember! As the saying goes…. 
                      ‘There’s no such thing as bad weather, just bad clothing” 
We also spend a lot of time searching for lost/misplaced mittens, hats etc.  when the children 
are collected often being asked to go back outside to search, we do our best to relocate 
them and to encourage children to put them back in their coat pockets or in their coat hood 
when they take them off, but hunting for them is taking up an increasing amount of time 
which is better spent with the children. If as above they are named they will be found and re-
turned to your child’s peg. A set that can stay at playgroup is much easier.  
It may only be one set for your child that we have to search for, but in a day this can end up 
as 5,6 or more and children are very clever at hiding gloves/hats outside! 
We are happy for you to provide waterproof overclothes for your child—however separates 
not all in one are easier for the children to be independent in putting them on themselves. 
We will always help those who need it but several wet suits all at the same time is a chal-
lenge even for us! 

Cooking 

We hope you all enjoyed the cooking last half term the fruity flapjack was 
popular, and for anyone who was lucky enough to try the Argentinian 
Bombonnes de dulce de leche they were yum! - don’t worry if you missed 
them we aim to make some more. This half term we are making Chipa a 
savoury cheesy bread. Followed by Easter nests. 



Can you Help! 
Playgroup is a registered Charity which is run by a Voluntary Management Committee (VMC).   
As a committee-run preschool, we rely on parents and volunteers to help make up the VMC.  
Members of the VMC play a key role in overseeing the operation of Playgroup while making sure 
that it continues to flourish as a happy, thriving learning environment. 
 

 Are you interested in joining the VMC?  

 There are many advantages to joining, including the opportunity to: 
·       Make a positive contribution to your child’s first steps to-
wards education 

·       Actively get involved in your child’s development 
·       Get to know the setting, routine and staff members  

·       Enhance the quality of the setting 

·       Meet other parents  

·       Use and update existing skills, while learning new ones 

 As of September 2022, the following VMC roles will be vacant: 
·      Chairperson 

·      Treasurer 
·      General members (2)  
We are also currently recruiting for the role of Building Trustee. 

 If you are interested in stepping into one of these roles, please speak to Cindy or Mandy and we 
can arrange for you to have a chat with one of the current members. We look forward to hearing 
from you, 
Heather Pearson.  VMC Chairperson 

Lunch Boxes  
The revised EYFS has now put a big focus on Healthy lifestyles alongside the other areas this 
includes healthy lunches and snacks, physical activity and looking after your children's teeth, a 
while ago we made our snack times healthier by introducing healthy options - rice cakes, crack-
ers, crumpets, breadsticks alongside fruit, cheese and vegetables [for example pepper, cucum-
ber, cherry tomatoes] and by limiting the sweet treats [biscuits & cakes now happen for special 
occasions - birthday celebrations etc only] 
We have been receiving a lot of information about healthy packed lunches as so thought now 
would be a good time to share what we have received. There are some great 
ideas out there if you are seeking inspiration. We know lunches can be tricky 
sometimes but check these out. 
Lunchbox ideas and recipes – Healthier Families - NHS (www.nhs.uk)   
Feeding your toddler/pre-school child - British Nutrition Foundation  
Children's teeth - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  
Physical activity guidelines for children (under 5 years) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  
We also wanted to take this opportunity to remind parents that we have NO 
NUTS in playgroup - this is to avoid any reactions due to Allergic reactions.  
Please also refrain from putting squeezy yogurts in their lunch as learning to 
use a spoon is much more beneficial and hygienic, Most children of preschool age are unable to 
open them without help [or they put them in their mouths to bite them open only to hand to us as 
this didn't work - requiring us to leave the table while we wash our hands]  
There are several items deemed a choking risk for children - for example anything round is a 
choking hazard - cocktail sausages, cherry tomatoes ,whole grapes and large blueberries so 
please ensure you cut them up into quarters. No popcorn. Items like cheese, cucumber, peppers 
are cut into thin batons or thing slices. Weaning | Start for Life (www.nhs.uk)  
We also ask that you do not send in sweets or chocolate for packed lunches - alternatives for a 
treat can be a mini homemade cake, flapjack or see the links above for more ideas. 

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/life-stages/toddlers-and-pre-school/feeding-your-toddler-pre-school-child/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/taking-care-of-childrens-teeth/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/physical-activity-guidelines-children-under-five-years/
https://www.nhs.uk/start4life/weaning/


Tapestry  

All new parents should now have access to your child’s online learning jour-
nal ‘Tapestry’ .  
You are able to access it on your computer via a browser or on your phone 
or tablet with either browser or apps available for both IOS and Android de-
vices.  
Please note certain areas are ONLY accessible via a browser for example 
termly Reports, 2-3 year progress checks so do log in this way occasionally so you don’t miss 
anything.  
We upload useful information, documents etc for example the latest newsletter, activities at 
home, existing injury forms, ’School readiness’ info sheet so make it easier to find as we all ap-
preciate that emails get lost due to the volume that we receive. 
Don’t forget Tapestry is a two way journal allowing you to upload what your child does at home 
too! We love to see what they have been up too, it helps build an overall picture of what they can 
do and we may be able to continue interests in setting too. 
Should anyone have problems accessing or using tapestry please ask for help. 

Illness!  

A reminder of our procedures for children who are unwell. If your child needs Calpol to keep a 
temperature down,  then they are NOT well enough to attend playgroup. PLEASE DO NOT 
bring them [even if they want to come]  
A clear 48 hours from the last bout is needed before returning to playgroup for instances of 
vomiting & diarrhoea.  
Please let us know by phone/email  if your child is unwell/ not attending. Also if s/he/they have 
an infectious illness - as we will need to inform other parents (anonymously) . If you are unsure 
whether something requires an exclusion period please contact to ask us 
first before sending your child in. Some illnesses like conjunctivitis accord-
ing to www.nhs.uk say no exclusion but due to the nature of spread we do 
ask children to stay home until treated. 
Thankyou for your continued help in keeping us all healthy and well at 
playgroup!. 

NEW Playgroup lending library! 
 

For those who have been with us pre-covid you will know we used to allow the children to bor-
row a book to take home to foster a love of reading. Covid stopped this for a while - but now we 
have decided to re-start but slightly different. 
We will have a selection of books outside under the veranda for you to choose one to borrow, 
write on the signing out sheet - pop in a plastic book bag and take home to enjoy together. Once 
you have finished - just return the book, cross it off the list and swap for another. That’s it.  Sim-
ple.  
This way you can change the book as often as you like, we ask that you do not keep them long-
er than 2 weeks to allow others to swap. And to replace any lost or damaged books. We will 
then change the books on a termly basis.  
We hope you enjoy reading our books a home as much as we do here. 

https://eylj.org/login/
https://www.nhs.uk/


Annual Playgroup Trip 
 

Another thing that we have missed doing due to Covid is our annual trip. We usually try to go 
one day in June—to somewhere like Shepreth Wildlife park or similar. We book a coach for 
those who would like to travel together, or some like to make 
their own way and meet us there—allowing extra time if they 
don’t have school pick ups to do.  
We are currently researching some options of where we could 
go and looking at group discounts too. So keep your eye out 
for more information as soon as we have a venue and date 
arrange we will let you know.! 

World Book day….. 
World book day this year is Thursday 3rd March so we thought that the 
children could dress up on Thursday —optional and doesn't have to be 
book related, just something that is easy to put on take off for nappy 
changing and for independent toileting. Also NOT their best outfit as we 
will still do the usual activities. If the would rather just bring in their fa-
vourite book to share with us too this would be nice [please name them 
to ensure they do not get muddled up]. 
We have book tokens to send home so watch out for those. Also click 
this link for free audio books to listen too World Book Day Audiobooks . 
Perhaps think about visiting your local library Visit a library - Cambridgeshire County Council or see when 
the library bus visits our villages!  

             

Fees, Funding and 
More..       

Any queries with regards to 
Fees, Grant funding,     
Vouchers, etc please speak 
to Sharon our Administrator who is in 
the office on a Tuesday either by 
phone or direct email.       
sharon.pgoffice@btinternet.com   
Ensuring fees are paid by the date on 
the invoice.   

Term Dates 

Spring term 2022                                                                                                     
Tuesday 4th January - Friday 1th April                                                                                              

[half term  14th - 18th Feb] 
 

Summer term 2022 

Tues 19th April - Tuesday 19th July 

[half term 30thMay - 3rd June] 
 

Autumn Term 2022 

Thursday 1st Sept - Friday 16th Dec 

[half term 24th-28th October] 

Wanted—your rubbish! 

Well recycling actually—We are on the look out for small offcuts of wood so that we can re-
sume using the woodwork bench with the children, during covid wood has been harder to 
source or expensive so if you have some offcuts we would be most grateful to take them off 
your hands! You may well get them back looking slightly different once the children have 
worked on them!! 
We also need newspapers for our craft table, Electrical cable reels—minus the cable obvi-
ously [wooden without rough edges for loose part play outdoors], yogurt pots [the 150g+  
muller yogurt size [other brands are acceptable] to use for glue pots and cardboard tubes, 
egg boxes for junk modelling. Many Thanks 

https://www.worldbookday.com/world-of-stories/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries/visit-a-library
mailto:sharon.pgoffice@btinternet.com

